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Green Valley employees and 
the GVE Board of Directors 
have teamed up once again to 
create a fundraising event you 
can’t afford to miss! This year’s 
annual Ham ‘n Jam features 
spectacular raffle prizes, 
delectable food, and fabulous 
entertainment, PLUS it’s free 
and open to the public. The 
event will once again be held at 
the beautiful Beaver Dam 
Conservationists’ Club, Hwy G.  
 
Green Valley holds just two 
annual fundraisers, the annual 
appeal, which is mailed out in 
early December, and the Ham 
‘n Jam. The annual appeal has 
historically been earmarked for 
a particular purchase or 
project, while the proceeds 
from Ham ‘n Jam go directly 
toward client programming.  
 
Last year over $12,000 in prizes 
were raffled off. Check out this 
year’s prizes on our website: 
www.gveinc.org.   
The highly sought after 

florescent pink raffle tickets 
are available again this year 
for 6/$5 and can be 
purchased at Green Valley, 
Rechek’s Food Pride and 
Beaver Dam Piggly Wiggly. 
Ticket sales end Friday, July 
20th, so get your tickets 
soon! The drawing will be 
held at 8 PM in front of the 
band. Need not be present 
to win! 
 
A separate raffle, featuring 
hundreds of items, will be 
held throughout the evening. 
Tickets can be purchased for 
$1/chance and drawings will 
take place every 1/2 hour. A 
program listing the various 

prizes will be available at the 
event. 
 
This year’s menu includes 
your choice of a pulled pork 

or shredded beef sandwich 
with all the fixin’s for just $5 
a plate. Beverages will be 
available for purchase. 
 

Beaver Dam’s Most Wanted will again put the “Jam” in this year’s Ham ‘n Jam. Shown performing at last year’s 
event are band members  (L to R): Casey Wells, Casey Carney, Al Muenchow,  and Tommy Muenchow. 

Ham ‘n Jam 2012: Saturday, July 28, 4-9 PM! 



The Dodge County 4-H 
Leader’s Association and 

UW-Extension hosted, 
“Green Valley Discover’s 

Once again the city of 
Waupun showed their 
generous spirit by helping 
Green Valley raise over 
$3,000 for the Children’s 
Radiothon! The Waupun 
Area Jr./Sr. High School Key 
Club sponsored a change 
war dubbed, “Change For 

Children,” which raised 
over $700 alone! Thank 
You Waupun for helping 
us take second place in 
this year’s Dodge County 
Service Cup competition. 
GVE looks forward to 
working with you again 
next year! 

John Franke gets a woodworking lesson from 4-H volunteer Jack 

“Green Valley Discovers Wisconsin!” at the Dodge County Fairgrounds  

WBEV/WXRO Children’s Radiothon: Waupun Makes a Difference AGAIN! 

Kristin Hanson, Manager of Client and Agency Development, is shown receiving a 
check for $770 from the Waupun Area Jr./Sr. High School Key Club. Pictured far 
right is Madelyn Seis, teacher and Key Club Advisor. 

Don’t Live In the Area but Want to Support GVE By Buying Raffle Tickets? 

NO PROBLEM! Just mail a 
check to Green Valley 

specifying that it’s for 
raffle tickets; we’ll fill out 

the tickets for you and 
send you the other half in 

the mail. It’s a win-win for 
everyone! We get 
additional funds for client 
activities and you get a 
chance to win a $1500 gift 
certificate to Silica 
Appliance, $1000 cash, a 
46” Sony TV, $500 cash, 
and much, much more! If 
you need more information 
call Kristin: 920-887-4282. 

Wisconsin!” on 
Wednesday, June 20, at 
the Dodge County 
Fairgrounds. The Juneau 
Victorians 4-H and Leipsic   
4-H spent months 
planning a day that 
provided over 150 Green 
Valley clients and staff an 
absolutely wonderful 
“day in the country.” 
 
Attendees enjoyed 
strolling among nearly a 
dozen stations positioned 
in and around the Dodge 
County 4-H Youth 
Building. A wide variety 

of activities provided an array 
of sensory experiences. 4-H 
youth and adult volunteers 
offered clients an 
opportunity to churn butter, 
make ice cream and honey, 
taste chocolate covered 
soybeans and get up-close 
and personal with an array of 
barnyard animals. 
 
Green Valley extends a HUGE 
thank you. Your hard work 
was evident to all who 
attended, and the memories 
you helped create won’t soon 
be forgotten! 



Local Generosity Funds First-Ever GVE Volunteer Program 

Last September, Manager 
of Client and Agency 
Development, Kristin 
Hanson, submitted a grant 
to the Ziemann Foundation 
of Oconomowoc; a grant 
intended to help fund an 
initiative dubbed the  
“Community Integration 
Coordinator Project.” The 
intention was to implement 
a robust volunteer program 
to help with community 
based activities. Last month 
this request became a 
reality when Green Valley 
received a check  from the 
Foundation for $25,000. 
 
The 2011 annual appeal 
raised more than $24,000; 
money that had been 
earmarked for the same 
Community Integration 

Project, so when the 
Ziemann Grant arrived 
we knew we could begin 
our search for the perfect 
candidate!   
 
Enter Ben Overlien! Ben 
joined the GVE team at 
the end of June and is 
looking forward to his 
new role. Ben has a BS in 
Communications from 
UW-Oshkosh and a 
wealth of valuable 
experience, including his 
most recent job as a 
team leader at Goodwill. 
 
Ben will be helping out 
with this year’s Ham ‘n 
Jam so be sure to stop 
out to welcome Ben and 
introduce yourself! 

Community Integration Coordinator, Ben Overlien, will be overseeing Green 
Valley’s first-ever volunteer program. 

I just had another birthday 
and it is alarming how 
quickly the years go by. I 
can safely say that in the 
not-quite four years I’ve 
been here there has been 
more change in this 
industry than in the 
previous forty years. Some 
providers like Green Valley 
no longer get quite as 
many resources as they 

used to, and as a taxpayer 
that makes sense to me. It 
does force us, however, to 
think about how we can 
best provide services with 
the same, or even fewer 
resources than we used to 
have. 
 
That is how we come to 
the conversation above 
about volunteering. The 
story above about Ben 
Overlien’s role here is an 
element of our future. It is 
astonishing to me, frankly, 
what a difference 
volunteers can make in 
the day-to-day operation 
of an agency like ours. 
Serving lunch to seniors, 
or helping with a Work 

Life Skills class an hour or 
two a week can make a 
huge difference.  
 
There is clearly a growing 
cadre of folks available to 
volunteer, so our timing is 
quite good. We all know 
more than a handful of 
what we respectfully call 
boomers, retiring in their 
50s, who may have 25 or 
30 years to volunteer for 
such things. Volunteerism 
doesn’t replace 
employment, incidentally; 

it serves to retain a level of 
service in a period of 
tighter resources.  
 
Even though I am a bit 
inexperienced in this 
industry I can say with 
absolute certainty that the 
rewards that come from 
working with the special 
needs population are 
incredible, and I hope 
someday our readers can 
experience that. Have a 
wonderful summer. 
 

On Point by Jack Hankes, Executive Director 

Please thank the following Platinum 
Ham ‘n Jam  Sponsors: 

 
 

Gold Level Sponsors: Ferron Farms, Kohl’s Department 
Store, MEC, McClone Insurance, Neuman Pools, Pete 
Weber Foundation, United Cooperative, Y of Dodge 
County 
Silver Level Sponsors: Murray Funeral Homes and White 
Construction 

Board of Directors 
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OUR MISSION 

Green Valley Enterprises, Inc. serves people of all ages with special 

needs.  The primary goal is to assist clients, along with their families, to 

achieve maximum potential, enabling clients to become more              

independent. 
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GVE serves the people of Dodge County with  
rehabilitation needs. This newsletter is intended to      

inform the public about the many services we offer to the 
special needs community. 
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